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THE EUROPEAN LANDSCAPE 
CONVENTION

ÅThe landscape is ñé an area, as perceived by 
people, whose character is the result of the action 
and interaction of natural and/or human factorsò.

ÅòEuropeôs countryside, and the people who live in 
it, are a highly valued and varied asset for the 
whole population of the continent: the largest part 
of rural Europe is covered by agricultural land and 
forests, which have a strong influence on the 
character of European landscapes;ò 



THE EUROPEAN LANDSCAPE 
CONVENTION

ÅñIt is our duty to understand, protect and enhance this 
heritage; at present, in many parts of Europe, the rural 
heritage is being rapidly eroded and even destroyed 
by social or technological changes, modern 
agriculture, urban growth, neglect and other forcesò 

ÅThe European Landscape Convention requires 
signatories to protect and manage the cultural 
landscape, which means conserving and keeping up 
the characteristic features as justified by its heritage 
value.



THE EUROPEAN LANDSCAPE 
CONVENTION

With the active participation of the interested parties, as 
stipulated in Article 5.c,and with a view to improving 
knowledge of its landscapes, each Party undertakes:

a)i to identify its own landscapes throughout its 
territory;

ii to analyse their characteristics and the forces 
and pressures transforming them;

iii to take note of changes;

b) to assess the landscapes thus identified, taking 
into account the particular values assigned to them by the 
interested parties and the population concerned.



ASSESSINGTHE LANDSCAPE

ÅUnderstanding the landscape, the processes 
that formed it and the pressures for change 
is an important step before landscape 
planning or design, especially at a large 
scale.

ÅIt includes more than a geographical 
understanding ïthe visual and experiential 
aspects must be included.



LANDSCAPE



THE LANDSCAPEIS DYNAMIC

ÅAnylandscapehasdevelopedovertimeasthe
resultof differentprocessesinteractingwitheach
other.

ÅIt isnecessarytounderstandwhatare orhave
beentheseprocessesand tosee howtheyhave
influenceddifferentareastodifferentdegreesand 
in differentways.





MAIN COMPONENTS

ÅMain aspects to consider can be grouped as:

ÅLandform: geology, geomorphology, 
hydrology, soils;

ÅLand cover: vegetation patterns, land use

ÅSettlement: patterns, communication, 
buildingtypes, culturalelements;

ÅVisual/experientialfeatures



DEVELOPMENT

ÅLandscape character assessment developed 
well before the ELC

ÅGeographers had described landscapes in  
various ways ïoften physiographically

ÅLandscape architects started to consider the 
visual aspects and later cultural aspects 
were added.

ÅThe UK was an early leader in this work



LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ASSESSMENT

ÅForthree decadesthishasbeenthemain
wayof takinglandscapeintoaccountin wider
landscapeplanningand policydevelopment
in numerous countries.

ÅIt isbasedon a well-definedprocesscarried
outat a range of scales, oftena regional
scaleand belowthisa localscale.



GUIDANCE

ÅGuidance from the 
early 2000s is still 
relevant and 
followed in practice

ÅManual methods of 
mapping landscape 
types is still the 
way although GIS 
is used extensively



RECENT OVERVIEW AND REVIEW
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DEFINITIONS

ÅCharacter
A distinct, recognisable and consistent pattern of 
elements in the landscape that makes one 
landscape different from another, rather than better 
or worse.

ÅCharacteristics
Elements, or combinations of elements, which 
make a particular contribution to distinctive 
character.



DEFINITIONS

ÅElements
Individual components which make up the landscape, 
such as trees and buildings.

ÅFeatures
Particularly prominent or eye-catching elements, like 
tree clumps, church towers, or wooded skylines.

ÅCharacterisation
The process of identifying areas of similar character, 
classifying and mapping them and describing their 
character



LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ASSESSMENT
PROCESS

Phase 1: Characterisation

Step 1: Defining the scope. All Landscape 
Character Assessments need a clearly 
defined purpose. This will critically influence 
the scale and level of detail of the 
assessment. 



LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ASSESSMENT
PROCESS

Step 2: Desk study. This involves review of 
relevant background reports, other data and 
mapped information, and use of this 
information to develop a series of map 
overlays (can be in GIS) to assist in the 
identification of areas of common character 
(usually draft landscape character types 
and/or areas).



LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ASSESSMENT
PROCESS

Step 3: Field survey. Field data is collected in a 
rigorous way to test and refine the draft landscape 
character types/areas, to inform written 
descriptions of their character, to identify aesthetic 
and perceptual qualities which are unlikely to be 
evident from desk information, and to identify the 
current condition of landscape elements.



LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ASSESSMENT
PROCESS

Step 4: Classification and description. This step then 

refines and finalises the output of the characterisation 

process by classifying the landscape into landscape 

character types and/or areas and mapping their extent, 

followed by preparation of clear descriptions of their 

character. These descriptions will often recognise 'forces 

for change', such as key development pressures and 

trends in land management.



LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ASSESSMENT
PROCESS

Phase 2: Making judgements

Step 5: Deciding the approach to judgements. 
Further work is usually needed to decide on the 
approach to making the judgements that will be 
needed to meet the objectives of the assessment. 
This will require thought to be given to the overall 
approach, the criteria to be used and the 
information needed to support the judgements to 
be made. 



LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ASSESSMENT
PROCESS

Step 6: Making judgements. The main 
approaches to making judgements within the 
landscape assessment process are:
- landscape strategies;
- landscape guidelines;
- attaching status to landscapes;
- landscape capacity.



ENGLISH COUNTRYSIDE CHARACTER 
PROGRAMME: NATIONAL LEVEL

ÅThe initial approach to this was to try to be as 
objective as possible and to use 
computerised methods.

ÅLater a manual method, combining maps at 
regional scale was developed.

ÅLocal authorities carry out more detailed 
analyses which start with the regional units.



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-character-area-profiles-data-for-local-decision-making/national-character-area-profiles#contents


COUNTY-LEVEL ASSESSMENTS

ÅThe next level down from the National Character 
Assessment is the county-level

ÅThis nests the local LCA types/units in the NCA 
units, perhaps with adjustments of the main 
boundaries.

ÅThus there is a hierarchical approach in  England



Online system ïsearchable database for the 
whole county

https://maps.northyorks.gov.uk/connect/analyst/mobile/#/main?mapcfg=Landscape_characterisation


SCOTTISH LANDSCAPE CHARACTER 
PROGRAMME

ÅThis programme took place in the 1990s. 
Different contractors undertook the work 
which was then combined into a single GIS 
database and map.

ÅReports for each section can be downloaded 
from the internet and give detailed 
descriptions of landscape character units.



Online system ïsearchable database for the 
whole country

https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/landscape/landscape-character-assessment/scottish-landscape-character-types-map-and-descriptions


FRANCE

ÅA similar approach has been undertaken in 
France, known as the Atlas Paysage
(Landscape Atlas).

ÅThere are entries for each Departement
following the system but displayed in different 
ways.


