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Overview and experience of application
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THE EUROPEAN LANDSCAPE
CONVENTION

Afhe | andscape is fHé
people, whose character is the result of the ac
and I nteraction of naé

AEuUuropeds countryside
it, are a highly valued and varied asset for the
whole population of the continent: the largest |
of rural Europe Is covered by agricultural land
forests, which have a strong influence on the
character of Europeart



THE EUROPEAN LANDSCAPE
CONVENTION

Aftis our duty to understand, protect and enhance
neritage; at present, in many parts of Europe, the
neritage Is being rapidly eroded and even destroy
oy soclal or technological changes, modern

agriculture, urban gro

AThe European Landscape Convention requires
signatories to protect and manage the cultural
landscape, which means conserving and keeping
the characteristic features as justified by its herite
value.




THE EUROPEAN LANDSCAPE
CONVENTION

With the active participation of the interested parties, :
stipulated in Article, &nd with a view to improving
knowledge of its landscapes, each Party undertakes:

a)l to identify its own landscapes throughout its
territory;

Il to analyse their characteristics and the forces
and pressures transforming them;

il to take note of changes;

b) to assess the landscapes thus identified, taki
Into account the particular values assigned to them k&
Interested parties and the population concerned.



ASSESSINGHE LANDSCAPE

AUnderstanding the landscape, the proces
that formed it and the pressures for chan
IS an iImportant step before landscape
planning or design, especially at a large
scale.

At includes more than a geographical
understandinghe visual and experiential
aspects must be included.






THE LANDSCAREDYNAMIC

AAnylandscapkasdevelopedvertimeasthe
resulbfdifferenprocessemteractingitheach
other

Atisnecessanp understanghatreorhave
beenthesgrocesseandtoseehowtheyhave
iInfluencedifferendreadodifferendegreeand
iIndifferenvays




CLIMATIC PROCESSES OVER
TIME HAVE MODIFIED

GEOLOGICAL FORMATIONS

WHICH ACCOUNTS FOR CURRENT

TOPOGRAPHY

WHICH HAS DETERMINED

DRAINAGE

WHICH HAS INFLUENCED

DISTRIBUTION OF SOILS

AND ASSOCIATED

PLANTS AND ANIMALS

WHICH HAVE BEEN MODIFIED BY

MAN'S ACTIVITIES



MAIN COMPONENTS

AViain aspects to consider can be groupec

A andforngeologygeomorpholagy
hydrologgoils

ALand cover: vegetation patterns, land use

ASettlemenpatterngommunication
buildingypescultura¢élements

AVisuabxperientifatures



DEVELOPMENT

ALandscape character assessment develc
well before the ELC

AGeographers had described landscapes
various waysofterphysiographically
ALandscape architects started to consider

visual aspects and later cultural aspects
were added.

AThe UK was an early leader in this work



LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ASSESSMENT

Aorthreedecadethishasbeerthemain
wayoftakindandscapmtoaccounnwider
landscapplanningndpolicydevelopment
IN nUMerous countries

Atisbasedn avelldefinegrocessarried
outat a range etalesofteraregional
scaleandbelowthisalocalkcale



GUIDANCE

AGuidance from the
early 2000s is still
relevant and
followed In practice

AVianual methods of
mapping landscape
types is still the
way although GIS
IS used extensively




RECENT OVERVIEW AND REVIEW

HANDBOOKS

E RCUTLEDGE

Routiedge Handbook of
Lancscape Character
Assessment

wurent approacnes naractensaton and

assessment

Edited by Graham Fairclough, inarid Sarldy Herlin, Carys Swanwick




DEFINITIONS

ACharacter
A distinct, recognisable and consistent pattern
elements in the landscape that makes one
landscape different from another, rather than |
or worse.

ACharacteristics
Elements, or combinations of elements, which
make a particular contribution to distinctive
character.



DEFINITIONS

AElements
Individual components which make up the landsc
such as trees and buildings.

AFeatures | |
Particularly prominent orcayening elements, like
tree clumps, church towers, or wooded skylines.

ACharacterisation
The process of identifying areas of similar charac
classifying and mapping them and describing the
character



LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ASSESSMENT
PROCESS

Phase 1: Characterisation

Step 1: Defining the scodl Landscape
Character Assessments need a clearly
defined purpose. This will critically influer
the scale and level of detall of the
assessment.



LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ASSESSMENT
PROCESS

Step 2: Desk studyhis involves review of
relevant background reports, other data ¢
mapped information, and use of this
iInformation to develop a series of map
overlays (can be in GIS) to assist in the
identification of areas of common charac
(usually draft landscape character types
and/or areas).



LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ASSESSMENT
PROCESS

Step 3: Field survelfield data Is collected in a
rigorous way to test and refine the draft landsc
character types/areas, to inform written
descriptions of their character, to identify aestl
and perceptual qualities which are unlikely to |
evident from desk information, and to identify 1
current condition of landscape elements.



LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ASSESSMENT
PROCESS

Step 4: Classification and descriptidhis step then
refines and finalises the output of the characterisatio
process by classifying the landscape into landscape
character types and/or areas and mapping their exte
followed by preparation of clear descriptions of their
character. These descriptions will often recognise 'fo
for change', such as key development pressures anc
trends In land management.




LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ASSESSMENT
PROCESS

Phase 2: Making judgements

Step 5: Deciding the approach to judgements
Further work Is usually needed to decide on tr
approach to making the judgements that will b
needed to meet the objectives of the assessm
This will require thought to be given to the ove
approach, the criteria to be used and the
iInformation needed to support the jJudgements
be made.



LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ASSESSMENT
PROCESS

Step 6: Making judgemenifie main
approaches to making judgements within the
landscape assessment process are:

- landscape strategies;

- landscape guidelines;

- attaching status to landscapes;
- landscape capacity.



ENGLISH COUNTRYSIDE CHARACTER
PROGRAMMBATIONAL LEVEL

AThe initial approach to this was to try to t
objective as possible and to use
computerised methods.

ALater a manual method, combining maps
regional scale was developed.

A ocal authorities carry out more detailed
analyses which start with the regional un



NATURAL
ENGLAND

Corporate report

National Character Area profiles

Published 30 September 2014

Contents

NCAs in north east England
NCAs in north west England

NCAs in Yorkshire and the
Humber

NCAs in East Midlands
NCAs in West Midlands
NCAs in the east of England

NCAs in south east England
and | ondan

Use the links below to view each National Character Area (NCA) profile.

NCAs in north east England
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-character-area-profiles-data-for-local-decision-making/national-character-area-profiles#contents

COUNTYXEVEL ASSESSMENTS

AThe next level down from the National Charac
Assessment Is the colmigl

AThis nests the local LCA types/units in the NC
units, perhaps with adjustments of the main
boundaries.

AThus there is a hierarchical approach in Engl:



Online systeirsearchable database for the
whole county

North Yorkshire
Cot

Council

ide

> |derqlé’re

§ et

Base maps

Greyscale Map

\
Map layers at e
National character areas It
%ﬁ Scarboroug .
Vi) Primary landscape units :
[] Primary Landscape Units :
> W : Landscape character types :
5))] S0 |
h ,’.’ancaster : o, \
Jdllcatgate & ! g0 S 1 Urban Landscapes
32 £ © Stamford Bridge J/
i Pocklington .
™ Ol |
J/ Market <] \Leven |

a5 &Y
02
. SN

BBubwith._p~
Ao~ /
e

[4)
)
*

[<]

2 Sandstone Moors
Cottingham

[<]

3 Sandstone Moors Foothills
A N7
2 o’BaRgn-u N

i 7 Hiimher?
Contact map team

[<]

4 Limestone Foothills and Valleys

[<]


https://maps.northyorks.gov.uk/connect/analyst/mobile/#/main?mapcfg=Landscape_characterisation

SCOTTISH LANDSCAPE CHARACTER
PROGRAMME

AThis programme took place in the 1990s.
Different contractors undertook the work
which was then combined into a single G
database and map.

MReports for each section can be downloa
from the internet and give detailed
descriptions of landscape character units
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https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/landscape/landscape-character-assessment/scottish-landscape-character-types-map-and-descriptions

FRANCE

M similar approach has been undertaken
France, known as the ARklRssage
(Landscape Atlas)

AThere are entries for daepartement
following the system but displayed in diffe
ways.



